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Pakistan was hit by unprecedented monsoon rains and floods in year 2010. 

Across the country the scope and scale of the crisis was exceptional, 

affecting the lives of over 18 million people, washing away communities 

and livelihoods, and forcing millions to flee from their homes. The crisis 

took the lives of a confirmed 1,980 people and left an estimated 14 million 

in need of humanitarian assistance. This report is in accordance with final 

figures released by National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) on 

October 27, 2011. 

 

Download complete Special Report about Floods 2010 to click here 

 

http://www.ecotourism.org.pk/
http://www.theregionaltourism.org/floods2010.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Flood Damages at a glance 
 

Human deaths were 1,750  

Livestock deaths were approximately 1.20 million  

Household damage figure was 1.48 million  
Population affected figure was 20 million  

District affected were 82  

Tourism industry losses were estimated as 567$ million  
Devastating floods inflicted losses on different sectors of the 

economy to the tune of $43 billion.  

Over 2 million homes were destroyed, rendering over 7.5 
million people displaced.  

Country has suffered Rs350 to Rs500 billion or $4-6 billion 

worth of damage to infrastructure, livestock and crops.  
Approximately $200 million would be required for 

recovery/relief efforts whereas repair cost of key damaged 

infrastructure could exceed $1 billion.  
1000 bridges and over 4,000KM long roads have been 

damaged.  

Re-construction would cost Rs8 to 9 billion.  
1/5th of the irrigation infrastructure, livestock and crops 

destroyed. 



 

 

 

 

Floods hit again Pakistan in year 2011. Damages of year 2011 

are as follow:  
 

 

DAMAGES 

 

 An estimated 8.9 million people affected by 

flooding in Sindh and Baluchistan. 

 1 million homes destroyed. 

 72 per cent of crops lost. 

 In Sindh province, 22 out of 23 districts 

flooded.  

 1.8 million people displaced (51% female).  

 In 16 districts, 72.6% crops damaged or 

destroyed while 36.2% livestock lost. 

 34,000 Villages were affected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Nations  

UN agencies claim that its humanitarian partners have distributed more than 

20,000 shelter kits and sets of household goods, as well as 530,000 plastic 



sheets. More than 650,000 people have received medicines and medical care, 

and 500,000 people will receive food aid by the end of September. The UN 

also aims to provide 400,000 people with access to safe drinking water over 

the coming days. Nonetheless, the level of need remains huge. Journalists 

who covered these heavy floods and national experts strongly criticised the 

role of government and non-government organisations (NGOs).  

 

This year experts were more outspoken about the role of UN agencies and 

called it ineffective and Non-responsive. UN agencies remained on silent 

and unmoved until the President of Pakistan raised this issue with UN 

Secretary General Office. Floods started hitting Sindh in early July 2011. 

The President of Pakistan on September 8, 2011 appealed to the 

international community for humanitarian and rehabilitation assistance when 

country saw no move from UN agencies. He also requested UN Secretary 

General Ban Ki-moon to mobilise the international community for urgently 

needed relief assistance in wake of the devastation left by the floods.  

 
 



 
 

 

Media Response  

 

Television anchors who visited areas openly criticised UN agencies, NGOs 

and National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) claiming that despite 

several warnings from aid agencies about the possibility of floods this year, 

the Pakistani government was confident that they were prepared and  were 

capable of handing the situation. When the floods hit province of Sindh, 

response was very slow from NDMA to evacuate people and their 

mobilization; resulting major disaster to remote areas. 

 

Fund mechanism  

 

Donors sent funds directly to international organisations and NGOs. 

Therefore, government appeared unaware of where the money was spent and 

who was doing what? 

 

Situation was similar during year 2010 flood when international community 

pledged a total of $1.9 billion dollars, 67 percent of this amount ($1.3 billion) 

was released and only $400 million has been accounted for in documentation. 

Where the rest of the money has gone?, even UN agencies are yet to answer.   



 

It is apparent that both the government and international agencies faced  

transparency and accountability challenges that curbed relief efforts last year 

as well as this year. However this time media was more outspoken against 

international agencies and NGOs sector than public and government sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Failure of Disaster Management System? 

 

Socio-political and economic volatility in the country, an inadequate 

Disaster Management System, poor emergency relief coordination and 

overlapping mandates of different organizations can be considered major 

factors for delayed in response and rehabilitation work.   

Despite last year hurdles, the NDMA claimed to have a contingency plan for 

floods this year and yet were unable to organise efforts for the 750,000 

people who became displaced after initial rains. 

 

Baluchistan Damages    
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